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A Brief Introduction of the Korean

Palaeolithic Society

Hyeong Woo Lee
(Chonbuk National University)

The Korean Palaeolithic Society is an
academic organization dedicated to promote
Palaeolithic studies around Korea. The Korean
Palaeolithic study has a history of more than
40 years starting with the excavations of
Seochangri and Chonkokri. The importance of
these finding have encouraged the necessity of
Palaeolithic archaeology as a specialized domain.
In consequence, numerous Palaeolithic scholars
have been generated. In the course of developing,
not only the increasing of Palaeolithic find-spots
but also various theoretical and practical studies
have enabled to continue. In present, many
important academic issues have been generated
and debated. With increasing such Palaeolithic
contributions, high expectation for the academic
works has been emerged.

Although there are many archaeological
organizations in Korea, they cannot give a
complete guarantee for fostering correspondence

in professional Palaeolithic academism. For
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the purpose of achievements on these matters
and concomitant various demands, the Korean
Palaeolithic Society was started in the year
1999. Prof. Y. H. Chung (Youngnam University)
was appointed as the first chairman for the
Society. Executive board for the Society was also
launched in full support of members consisted
of individual and institutional bodies. Under the
regulation, the chairman and the board change
every two years; this year (2005) is the fourth
term. The current chairman is Prof. Y. C. Park
(Yonsei University).

The Korean Palaeolithic society is interested
in a wide range of research areas: lithic studies,
field methods, quaternary geology, dating,
human evolution, fossil studies and so forth.
The Society deeply appreciates the value of the
research infrastructures and pays attention to
strengthen support and try to increase mutual
understanding. The Journal of the Korean
Palaeolithic Society was founded in the year
2000. The Journal is published twice a year. It is
the main journal for Palaeolithic archaeological
issues and the Journal also provides general
information related to Palaeolithic news,
academic conference information and brief

reviews of new books.
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The society holds an annual official academic
conference, which was also started in the
year 2000. It offers a fruitful opportunity to
receive up-to-date excavation results and
current issues of studies. In addition, the high
standard research design can be processed and
educational purpose is also satisfied throughout
the conference. The conference paper is also
published and distributed during the conference
event.

From the year 2005, online access is also
available. The internet service was initiated
and gives a chance to see the journal’s articles
including the full conference text as well.
Current field reports are available as well. The
site address is www.kolithic.or.kr.

The Korean Palaeolithic Society is generally
open to everyone, which means every person
who is interested in Korean Palaeolithic is
literally welcome. Membership can be issued
as a student, a general scholar or an institute.
The participants from other counties are still
few in number because all the written text is
in Korean, but it does not mean membership
is restricted to only Koreans. The Society is
attempting to globalise and various means of

efforts will be delivered in very near future.
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